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Norwegian Emigrant Museum 
• A national focus

• Goal: 

“ To increase general knowledge about Norwegian emigration, 
return migration, and immigration, the background and the
process of migration, immigrants’ cultural development in the
receiving country and, at large, their ties to Norway. This is to take
place through the collection, conservation, research, and 
presentation…. ”

•Museum and research center with a wide network consisting of 
institutions and organizations in Norway and abroad, mainly in the
United States.



Norwegian Emigrant Museum: 
Historical background

Idea about museum originates at the Nordmanns-Forbundet’s (Northmen’s 
Federation) pavillion at the 1914 Centennial Expo at the Frogner Park in 

Christiania (Oslo) in 1914:

“ …to shed light on the conditions relating to life and work among our emigrants 
in foreign lands.”



Norwegian Emigrant Museum: 
Historical background

•1955: Norwegian Emigrant Museum established at the Norwegian Folk 
Museum in Oslo. The first antique building moved from Kindred, North 

Dakota. 

* Founders of the museum: Bygdelagenes Fellesraad, Sons of Norway, 
Nordmanns-Forbundet (the Northmens’ Federation) and the Norwegian 

Consulate General of Minneapolis.

•1972: The museum buildings move to Hamar, and the museum becomes 
part of the Domkirkeodden museum. 



Norwegian Emigrant Museum: 
Historical background

•1988: The museum becomes an independent unit, later consolidated with 
Anno Museum (formerly the Hedmark Museum).

•1996: The museum moves from Hamar to Ottestad in Stange.

Photo of the antique buildings at the Norwegian Emigrant Museum in 

connection with the flood in Lake Mjøsa during the summer of 1995.



Norwegian Emigrant Museum: 
Organization

• The Norwegian Emigrant Museum and Research Center Foundation is 
the owner of acreage, buildings, and museum collections. 

• Outdoor museum acreage: about 7 acres.

• Includes main building and eight antique buildings. The eight buildings 
have been moved from the US to Norway between 1955 and 2010. 

•



Norwegian Emigrant Museum: 
Organization

A sister organization in the USA represents the goals of the 
museum among Norwegian Americans. 

3 full time employees, a part-time employee, two assistants, and 
several volunteers. 

Part of an internship program with the Brigham Young University 
in Provo, Utah.



Relevance in Society

• Norwegian Emigrant Museum has taken an initiative to launch 

a national bicentennial commemoration of Norwegian emigration 

in 2025.

- The large emigration from Norway since 1825 (ab. 1 million 

emigrants) is largely neglected in contemporary discourse about

immigration and integration.

- Create an awareness about understanding immigration and cultural 
encounters in present-day Norway through knowledge about the Norwegian 
immigrant experience abroad.



•Which types of sources do we find at the Norwegian 
Emigrant Museum?

• Artifacts • Biographies (Rowberg file on microfiche)

• Archives                                • Project about returned emigrants.

•America letters • Nordmanns-Forbundet’s archive and other
private archives.

• Photos
• Church records (microfilm)

• Library



About 2000 registered artifacts



Antique buildings in the outdoor museum built in 
the Upper Midwest make up a permanent exhibit 

about Norwegian emigration to the Upper Midwest 
1850-1930. 



About 9000 America letters from the 1850s to the 1960s. 



About 20.000 photos

Ca



Microfilm reels from about 2000 Norwegian American 
Lutheran congregations.



Norwegian American Lutheran congregations in North 
Dakota according to location, county, and time period 

for membership and church records.



Rowberg file: biographical information from 
obituaries in Norwegian American newspapers 

(mikrofiche)



Project about returned emigrants 
Questionnaire and cassettes with about 900 interviews with emigrants and 

returned emigrants about 1990. 

Time range: early 19th century until about 1990. 



Archives of the Nordmanns-Forbundet/

Norwegians Worldwide
Clipping archive



Archives of the Nordmanns-Forbundet/
Norwegians Worldwide

Clipping archive



Archives of the Nordmanns-Forbundet/Norwegians 
Worldwide

Personal Archives



Nordmanns-Forbundet’s archive
Norwegians around the world



Ingrid Semmingsen’s library: 15.000 books 
and an equal number of journals related to 
the topic of migration.

Foto: Ingrid Semmingsen (1910-1995). 



How to go about in order to find 
relatives in the USA? 

Cross reference between Norwegian and American archival resources. 

Example: The Digital Archives emigrant records (include

name, place of origin, and destination) compared with

US registers, for example obituaries in the Rowberg file 

(time span 1916-1960), accessible at the Norwegian 

Emigrant Museum.



Cross reference between emigrant records and:

- Martin Ulvestad: Nordmændene i Amerika. Gives an overview about emigration
sending areas in Norway.

- Contact with bygdelags in the USA 

(organizations with a regional flavor that

represent sending areas in Norway). Ex:

Gudbrandsdalslaget, the Telelag.



Cross reference between emigrant protocols

and source material and the Nordmanns-Forbundet’s

archive.



- A manual with good advice for genealogists.

- Facts about Norwegian emigration history and an

overview of Norwegian and American websites and

databases. 

- The Friends of the Norwegian Emigrant Museum offer 

service for genealogists during museum hours.

- Available on the museum website.



Contact information of the Norwegian Emigrant Museum

URL: https://utvandrermuseet.no/en

Address: Ingrid Semmingsens veg 10, 2312 Ottestad, Norway 

Phone: +47 62 57 48 50 

E-mail: migrasjon@annomuseum.no

https://utvandrermuseet.no/en
mailto:migrasjon@annomuseum.no

