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Past  - Present - Future 

❖ Past: Establishment of Bygdelags; preservation of our history
❖ Present: Day to day and month to month activities, including virtual meetings
❖ Future: Planning & adapting now so we will be viable down the road

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ 1929 yearbook purpose statement: To manage cooperative 
projects for the good of all Bygdelag
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Norway House: Haugo Archive & Bibliotek

❖ Archive: preservation of Bygdelag materials 
❖ Bibliotek: Discovery experience

❖ Additional Partnerships:
❖ Norwegian Emigrant Museum
❖ Norsk Slektshistorisk Forening & Historielagene
❖ Other databases & projects
❖ 2025 Commemoration Committee
❖ FamilySearch:

❖ FamilySearch Affiliate Library application 
❖ Norway Emerging Homeland in 2020
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Norway House: Haugo Archive & Bibliotek

❖ Archive: preservation of Bygdelag materials in a climate-controlled setting; four 
computer workstations  

❖ Bibliotek: As we move into the 21st Century, we realize we need to adjust the 
way we share information. Touchscreen monitors – stations & kiosks

❖ Projected needs: 
❖ Collection Development – inventory existing Bygdelag and other collections

❖ Cataloging system to include OCLC & WorldCat
❖ Development of databases – Obtain usage rights to existing ones and 

potential for new databases
❖ Mobility shelving – length of 27 feet, Spacesaver brand-Cantilever with 

wood veneer end pieces etc
❖ Archive collection space parameters - 20” deep, 84” tall, 15” between 

shelves; books, maps, periodicals capability



Discovery Experience Areas
- Bibliotek Welcome and Explore Norway
- Famous Norwegians & Norwegian-Americans
- Emigration & Immigration
- Norwegian American & Canadian Settlements
- Renowned Midwestern Norwegians
- Record My Story (Recording Studio)
- DNA area
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ Partnerships:
❖ Norwegian Emigrant Museum
❖ Other projects - Darin Flansburg & the S-AGA (Scandinavian-American 

Genealogical Association) database – all Scandinavians & first-generation 
Americans with Scandinavian roots

❖ 2025 Commemoration Committee – collaboration on joint projects
❖ FamilySearch:

❖ Application for FamilySearch Affiliate Library status
❖ Access to 350+ million restricted images; FamilySearch website 

resources Free
❖ Norway Emerging Homeland in 2020



Dr. Terje Joranger, Executive Director of Norwegian Emigrant  
Museum in Norway, wishes to collaborate with Fellesraad & 
Bygdelag on 2025 Projects.

FamilySearch and other contacts are: 
o Elaine Hasleton of Bygdelagenes Fellesraad 
o Torben Engbjerg of Copenhagen who visited the Museum in 

August 2020 to discuss digitization of their collection
o Linda Gulbrandsen has begun 2025 collaborative discussions
o Professor Sarah Reed, Scandinavian History Professor at BYU

o Museum would like a discovery center experience in their 
facility

o They also partner with Norway House in Minneapolis, so 
info can be shared 



2025: 

• 200th anniversary of the 1st emigration from 
Norway to North America  

• Created a consortium of 30+ Norwegian and 
Norwegian-American organizations

• Commemorations in the United States, 
Canada, and Norway

• Key Homeland activities

• Norwegian Emigrant Museum Ottestad, 
Norway

• Collection being digitized

• Seeking Norwegian Discovery experience
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020: Content creation of discovery 

experiences
o Record My Story (prompts specific for Norway)

o Discovery: All About Me (discovery data)

o Picture My Heritage (male & female images where user puts face into an image of someone wearing traditional 

clothing)

o Famous Relatives in the FamilySearch Family Tree (spreadsheet & directions)

o Profile Images for IP clearance (listing & guidelines)

o Memories: Norwegian historical events in Timeline

o Help: Updated FamilySearch Wiki (5,000 links corrected)

o Marketing: Input on Norway Memes (process created) and blog articles

o Technology: FamilySearch site translation into Norwegian

o Indexing increased for key records of that country
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020: Content creation of discovery 
experiences

o Record My Story (prompts specific for Norway)
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020: Content creation of discovery 

experiences
Famous Relatives in the Tree - 460 people (spreadsheet & directions docs created)
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020:

❖ Profile Images for IP clearance
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020:

Help: Updated FamilySearch Wiki (5,000 links corrected) 
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020: Content creation of discovery 
experiences

Marketing: Input on Norway Memes (process created) and blog articles
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❖ FamilySearch – Emerging Homeland 2020:

❖ FamilySearch site translated into Norwegian 



This coming year 2021-2022

• Foster development of each partnership – Norwegian 
Emigrant Museum, FamilySearch, S-AGA, 2025 
Commemoration 

• Recruit additional people to work on the projects 
• Archive – Bygdelag collections take priority
• Bibliotek (discovery info, databases & content)
• Continue to integrate projects with Norway House in design 

of the new facility to meet needs of all patrons
• This is our passport to continuing success!!

Continued efforts by you! 

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
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Past  - Present - Future 

❖ Past: Establishment of Bygdelags; preservation of our history
❖ Present: Day to day and month to month activities, including virtual meetings
❖ Future: Planning & adapting now so we will be viable down the road

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ 1929 yearbook purpose statement: To manage cooperative 
projects for the good of all Bygdelag




