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❖ We would first like to acknowledge the passing of two 
former Fellesraad Board Members:

❖ Oscar M. Lund Jr.
❖ R. Lee Brown
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❖ We would first like to acknowledge the passing of two 
former Fellesraad Board Members:

❖ Oscar M. Lund Jr.
❖ R. Lee Brown

A donation will be made by the Fellesraad to the Haugo Archive and 
Bibliotek in their honor. 
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Past - Present - Future 

❖ Past: Establishment of Bygdelags; preservation of our history 
❖ Present: Day to day and month to month activities, including virtual meetings, 

newsletters, social media
❖ Future: Planning & adapting now so we will be viable down the road

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ 1929 yearbook purpose statement: To manage cooperative 
projects for the good of all Bygdelag
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ Norway House: Haugo Archive & Bibliotek
❖ Archive: Research sources, Bygdelag materials, donated Bygdebøker
❖ Bibliotek: Discovery center experience with fun activities

❖ Donated materials guidelines
❖ Prefer Bygdebøker
❖ Lag history publications
❖ Contact Marilyn Sorensen the.vp@fellesraad.com

mailto:the.vp@fellesraad.com
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
Archive collections categories:
❖ Bygdebøker. History Lag  (Historielag) publications
❖ Bygdebøker, finding aids, periodicals/serials, censuses, church records 

listings/indexes, emigration/immigration, family histories, maps, general 
Norwegian gen helps, Norwegian-American Churches

❖ Make a listing of your Lag’s collections



Bygdelagenes Fellesraad 
President’s Report 2021-2022
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Archive collections categories:
❖ Bygdebøker. History Lag  (Historielag) publications
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❖ Make a listing of your Lag’s collections:
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Norway House: Haugo Archive - Bygdelag and donated materials in a climate-

controlled setting; four computer workstations 
❖ Archive collection space parameters - 20” deep, 90” high, 16” between 

shelves; dividers to hold soft bound materials, such as periodicals. 
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ Publicity/Visibility:
❖ Board Members active in other Norwegian & Norwegian-American 

organizations & activities
❖ Norway House, Mindekirken, Sons of Norway, Syttende Mai activities, 

Daughters of Norway, NAHA, NAGC, NAGA, Vesterheim – virtual and in-person

❖ Publications: Laurann Gilbertson -
❖ "The Transnational and Personalized Bunad of the 21st Century." How 

Americans since the 1950s have explored and shared their ethnicity through 
bunader and Norwegian costumes. 
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century

❖ Publicity/Visibility:
❖ Dressing with Purpose: Belonging and Resistance in Scandinavia." The book 

accompanies an exhibition of the same name now on view at the Museum of 
International Folk Art (MOIFA) in Santa Fe.
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Publicity/Visibility:  Hallinglag FaceBook page
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Publicity/Visibility: Solørlag Facebook page
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Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century
❖ Publicity/Visibility: Update our Explore brochure to print out and distribute



2025: 

• 200th anniversary of the 1st emigration from 
Norway to North America  

• Created a consortium of 30+ Norwegian and 
Norwegian-American organizations

• Commemorations in the United States, 
Canada, and Norway

• Key Homeland activities

• Norwegian Emigrant Museum – Ottestad, 
Norway

• Collection being digitized

• Seeking Norwegian Discovery experience
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❖ FamilySearch – Content creation for 5 in 1 discovery experiences

o Record My Story (prompts specific for Norway)

o Discovery: All About Me (discovery data)

o Picture My Heritage (male & female images where user puts face into an image of someone wearing traditional 

clothing)

o Famous Relatives in the FamilySearch Family Tree (spreadsheet & directions)

o Profile Images for IP clearance (listing & guidelines)

o Memories: Norwegian historical events in Timeline

o Help: Updated FamilySearch Wiki (5,000 links corrected)

o Marketing: Input on Norway Memes (process created) and blog articles

o Technology: FamilySearch site translation into Norwegian

o Indexing increased for key records of that country
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o Record My Story (prompts specific for Norway)

o Discovery: All About Me (discovery data)

o Picture My Heritage (male & female images where user puts face into an image of someone wearing traditional 
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o Memories: Norwegian historical events in Timeline

o Help: Updated FamilySearch Wiki (5,000 links corrected)

o Marketing: Input on Norway Memes (process created) and blog articles

o Technology: FamilySearch site translation into Norwegian

o Indexing increased for key records of that country
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❖ FamilySearch – Content creation for 5 in 1 discovery experiences

o Record My Story (prompts specific for Norway)

o Discovery: All About Me (discovery data)

o Picture My Heritage (male & female images where user puts face into an image of someone wearing traditional 

clothing)

o Famous Relatives in the FamilySearch Family Tree (spreadsheet & directions)

o My Time Machine

o Where Are We From

o Help: Updated FamilySearch Wiki (5,000 links corrected)

o Marketing: Input on Norway Memes (process created) and blog articles

o Technology: FamilySearch site translation into Norwegian

o Indexing increased for key records of that country
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❖ FamilySearch – New Project Leader of Famous Norwegians and Famous 

Norwegian-Americans– Kathy Ward   km1ward@yahoo.com
Famous Norwegians in the Family Tree - 443 people
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Past  - Present - Future 
❖ Present: Day to day and month to month activities, including virtual meetings

❖ Lags are disbanding such as Opdalslag based in Centerville, SD 
❖ Their historical materials will be delivered to NAHA
❖ Their remaining funds will be donated to the Norway House Archive & Bibliotek
❖ Their participation will be placed on a plaque in the Haugo Archive & Bibliotek, 

so they will not be forgotten, as will other Lags who participated.

❖ What will happen to our other Bygdelag?
❖ Combine with other Stevner groups

❖ Romerikslag & Solørlag with Tre Lag to form Flere Lag Stevne
❖ Agder Lag with 7 Lag Stevne to form 7+ Lag Stevne



This coming year 2022-2023

Fellesraad Policy Statement:

Fellesraad receives numerous requests from individual Lags for 

financial assistance. Fellesraad is dedicated to helping all Lags with shared 

projects; it cannot help individual Lags with specific projects or legal assistance. 

Bygdelagenes Fellesraad Board Declaration

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century



This coming year 2022-2023

• Emphasis on Haugo Archive Collection & Bygdelag collections
• Continued weekly meetings with Norway House Coordination 

and with the design firm, Gagarin, for the Bibliotek
• Recruit additional Lag people to work on Famous Norwegian-

Americans
• Continue meetings with 2025 committee and others
• Urgency to preserve Bygdelag history – at NAHA

• Next Fellesraad Annual Meeting will be May 5 & 6, 2023!

Navigating in the 21st Century
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Past - Present - Future 

“The greatest use of a life is to spend it for something that 
will outlast it.”

-William James
American Philosopher 

Vision for the future – see the big picture as we’re 
navigating in the 21st Century. Continued efforts by 
you! 
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❖ Past: Establishment of Bygdelags; preservation of our history 
❖ Present: Day to day and month to month activities, including virtual meetings, 

newsletters, social media
❖ Future: Planning & adapting now so we will be viable down the road

Vision for the future – navigating in the 21st Century


